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ALLEGED OdiLSION
WOCUSA'ON -DnmAminto 1"V

BEEN UNWA AI'ED.

Iuperintannt Drake, Against Whom
Charges Were piled, Asks for

an Rarly Hearing.

One of the important develop-
nents today in connection with the
:harges preferred by the Royal Ben-
:fit Society against Superintendent
Thomas E. Drake of the District in-.
surance department was the denial
>y Ernest F. Niemeyei, a fornier
:mploye of the society, of any coilu-
ion ,between himself and Superin-
:endent Drake, or of any improper
)usiness agreement between the
:wo, as was intimated in the alleged
iffidavit uurporting to have been
nade by Henry J. Green, which was

alled to the attention of the Com-
nissioners several days ago. Mr.
qiemeyer, who lives' in Brookland,
)resented his denial to the Con-
nissioners in a written statemelt
shortly after noon today.
In addition to denying the statements al-
eged to have been made by him, Mr. Nie-
neyer declares that the affidavit misrepre-
ents his attitude in the matter. He also
ropounds several questions concerning the
usiness history of the society, which are
onsidered as suggestive.
It was expected that the Commissioners
vould hold a board session today and de-
ermine the question assto .whether a public
iearing will be granted on the Drake
harges, or whether the Commissioners will
ettle the matter from written statements
nd affidavits. Up to a late hour this after-
ioon the Commissioners had not conferred
in the matter, and they will probably not
ecide the question until late this evening
ir tomorrow morning. Superintendent
)rake today in a communication requested
hat the hearing of the charges against him
ie had at the very earliest date practicable.-e said that within a day or two he will
ubmit his formal answer to the charges
if the Royal Benefit Society.

Mr. Niemeyer's Statement.
The written statementaef Ernest F. Nie-
neyer, submitted to the Commissioners this
fterneon, as follows: :;,
"There appeared in kbe public press a

opy of an alleged affidavit, i4 connection
Vith the charges brought against the su-
erintendent of insuran'de, Mrs Thomas E.
)rake, by the Royal Benefit'Wociety.
"This alleged affidavit entitely misrepre-
ents my attitude.
"Having been connecfdd with the Royal

lenefit Society from its beginiing, knowingts methods of conductl*X the business and
:nowing the requirements of t) e law under
hich its charter was dbtai, d, I did say
o one Henry J. Greet1ithat i the society-
vould never be able tM obtain a license
rom the insurance depitpeg of the Dis-
rict of Columbia.
"In this connection the-folldwing may be
f interest to you:- I, have ste that my
nly desire was to hav tile rpembers and
epresentatives, not duilimies dn proxies, to
he annual meefing, n 6rer 'that I would
e enabled to lay before them the true con-lition of the affairs of the society. I made
I distinctly understood at that time, toireen, that should the representatives of
he members desire me to remain with the
ociety and effect its reorganization I
muld do so only upon con~ition that none

f those then in active management would'e retained, but that I did not care wheth-
r I would-be retained. At that time and
, several other occasions I distinctly stated
hat my only object and desire was to
iave the true condition of affairs brought
efore the members, in order that they
nay take proper steps to safeguard 'the
nterest of the society.

Asks a Question.
"You will note in the published com-
laints, there appears to be an extract of a

eport of the examiner for the insurance
epartment of the state of Tennessee, made
n June or July, 1902. Why did they only
ive out part of that report, and why did
hey fail to state that the department of
P'ennessee refused to reiew the license of

he society after the examination, althougfi
irevious to 1902 licenses had been issued to
hem? Why is it that the department of
.llinois steadfastly refused to furnish the
ociety with qualifying documents, although
in several occasions the societ-y has em-
>loyed an attorney to secure the same?
"'The insurance department of Illinois

nade an examnination of the society on or
bout June, 1b98, and its subsequent action
vas based upon the result of that investi-
ation.
"I gladly place myself it your disposal
nd believe I can give you valuable in-
ormation based upon an intimate knowl-
dge of the society and its methods."

Prompt Hearing Requested.
In requesting that the hearing on the
harges be held as soon as possible, Su-
perintendent Drake, says, in part:
"It is entirely obvious that there is no
isputed fact to -be established by any
bsent witness, and it is expressly appar-
nt from the charges and other communi-
ations, that all the evidence, documentary
.nd otherwise, is in the possession of the
ociety, or is readily available, and, from
.11 that has been written, it is apparent
hat time is not required for learning the
acts in preparing his case. On the other
tand, the pending of these charges is nec-
ssarily an interruption to and an inter-
erence with the business of this office. I
ave, therefore, to urge as speedy a hear-

ng as is possible. Such charges as these

re not supposed to be presented until the
arty, making them is ready to prove them.
"This society will undoubtedly be repre-
ented by counsel, and I assume that the
orporation counsel, A. B. Duvall, will ap-pear for me. In that case, I suggest that
e be not~fied in order tlIet fenay put him

n possession of all the tacts/~

Drake Must 8w(gmse.
In connection with therpetition of the

Royal Benefit Society '1er i, writ of man-
lamus to compel Thoxitsd' Drake, the

])istrict's superintende .'oil nsurance, to

3ancel a license issued %g -hiell to the Purl-
an Life Insurance Association, Justice Bar-

iard of the Supreme Cgilrt-gL the District

f Columbia today si d~dan order requir-
ng Superinterndent DukE tU show cause
he 10th of March why1, gerayers of the
petitioner should not be Arntgd.

Superintendent Dakers Reply.
Supterintendent Drake submitted a brief-eply to the charges to'dhe 'tommissioners
ate Saturday evening. IeIn~eneral,9 says
dr. Drake in his answe 'I'~y as to each
Lnd every charge, an& WJ Ler expressly
stated or by implicati charging any
wrongdoing, saying, or intention, they are,
Lfnd each is, absolutelydjalse. -I am quite

-eady to meet Mr. Penington and his
igents upon these ot any other charges,
tnd, in buch case, the motive and purposes
>f these charges may apbear." Continuing,

Lir. Drake says:-

"This society complains -that its business
ias been damaged through my- action in

writing to insurance ecsnmiussioners of cer-
.ain states in regard to having refuised it
t license. The refusalf 'o liceunse to the

ioeiety was- based WtincippIly on- the t

hat it had not conmplied Mtb the Ia'w-
ega!ad to ftavig 'a-epresetative fipreofgovertamdt and lodge systn 1Wfd'raS.-
aafan.M nsir *
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AThis Heavy Colonial Style Iron Bed, white,
blue, or green enamel, fancy moldings, trim-
med with gold, handsome design; $ 8
well worth $10.00. Speelal......
SA White Enamel Iron Bed-brass rails.

knobs, and trimmings; high head hoard, ex-

tended foot board; strong and well $ 9
made. Special price.............
A Heavy White Enamel Iron Bed, brass

knobs, high head and foot board;
strong and well finished. Worth
$4.00. Special.................--- .9

AWhite Enamel Iron Bed, three-quarters
ofulsze; strong. well made and

nihed oth $2.75. Special, to
clos..u.........-. -------.. ------

boltery; full set springs and well $ 7
made; worth $9.50. Special...
Handsome Ve .ma Velour Upholstered Coucb,

oak fram., spring edge, nicely

tutdand made; worth $15.00- $11.25

IMayer
B. Duvall, corporation counsel. It was
contended, among other points, by Henry
E. Davis, attorney for the society, that
it was entitled to a permit to transa.ct busi-
ness as a matter of course, and that it was
a mere ministerial duty of the superinten-
dent of insurance that was so strenuously
contended for by the society through its
attorney at that time. The society has
made so many false statements in its bill
of complaint. to you that it would seem
hardly necessary to give categorical denials
to all of them. In the first place, it posi-
tively denies that it ever made application
to this department for license to carry on
its business. Three such applications, sign-
ed by Dr. C. W.. Keyes aspresident and D.
F. Penngton as secretary, are now on fie
in my office. In further denial of the state-
ment that they ~have never applied for
license I have to state that'this socety was
issued a license by the 'assesofof the
District of Colurabia, for which it paid the
usual license fee, November 15. 1807. -It is
hardly necessary to deny the allegation
that I inveigled this society into applying
to me for a license which it did not r.
quire, when it is slfown that the society and
its attorney have always coriiered that it
required a; license by applying fo and r
elving one from the assessor, and 4lso
making tbree separate and distinct applica~
onsto this department-.
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BEDDING SALE.

Band-Supported Woven-Wire Cots,
98c.

A Folding. Hardwood Frame. Double Weave
Band-supported Cot, worth $1.50, for ie.

Cot Mattresses, 95c.
Soft. Easy Rolling Cot Mattress, good tick.

button tufted, well made and filled; regularly
$1.50. Special, 95c.
Woven-Wire Springs & Mattresses.

Hardwood frame, double weave, band and
helical spring supported, woven wire$16
spring. Special.................. *

All-iron frame, spring pipe iron sides, closely
woven, well supported, and strictly $ 4
sanitary. Special..............---.
Cotton Top Mattresses, straw filling, good

ticking and well made. Special $1.95valne........-----....-------.-
Combinatiop Felt and Fiber Mattress, fiber

center, with heavy covering of felt, two parts,
art ticking, and finely made.Sp5 .4eial price............-------------

"Solid Oak idehoard, nIcely carved. French
beveled plate glass, three drawers
ar~d large cupboard; worth $16.00. $8.95
Special ..................---------

Co., 415=4
home state or district. In some of the
states where this society was doing busi-
ness or had applied for a license, this ques-
tion of its being licensed in its home dis-
trict was presented, and there became an
understanding with this department that,
pending the decilsion of this question here.
this society would be permitted to do busi-
nss there; and they would be notified
of -the decision. Accordingly, after the de-
cision was reached, I notified the depart-
ments of the states where the society was
doing business solely because I deemed it
my duty, in good faith, to do so. And in
this yiew I was sustained by the uassistant
corporation counsel.-
"My attention is called to an aflidavit that

Mr. Niemeyer had made somne statements
as to what would be done to this Royal
Benefit Society in case he wa Dot made
its manager. Whatever. if anything, Mr.
Niemeyer may have said In this directioni
nothing of the kind was ever authorized. In-
pired or warranted by me,;.or by unythln*

I have'ever said or done. I-havenever said,
or intimated, that any' stops or proceedings
would be taken against this society, nor
authorized any one else to say so. My fsut
kowledge of anything of the kind was

6btained from this addvit. Nor has there
ever been the least costasion, oospr
agreeiet og any kind betweenMr
ayor' and myelf. Mme-Is~tbere anS word
of .truth i the-.etainRt, er Iei3atIn",

aor
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\Teeds.

This Quartered Oak Dining Room Table. Blvemassive ftuted legs, claw feet, handsomnely flu-
aledand made; worth $80:$22
A Solid Oak Dining Room Table, six feet

m"de."'Specirc'e....':.."".''*"'''3.8
Solid Oak Cluster Leg Dining Room Table,six feet long, six heavy legs, well

made and finished; worth $8. Special.Pe..

Fiye-piece Parlor Suite. carved frame, up-
hlstered in faney dam:isk, we$ 2.9
made and finished. Special price $29
Fli-e-pice Parilor Suite, prettily carved

frame. upbhoisteredi in silk damask. good con-

".."""....."".......S7'''a $24.95
Five-piece Parlor Suite, spring edge, prettilycnrved frame, upholstered in green verona ve-

$40."0. pecial. ... "".."....29.69
17 7th St.;
intimated that any steps would' be taken
or had been thought of to have a re-
ceiver for the society. "On the contrary,''
he says, "whenever there was occasion, I
have Invariably said that its financial con-
dition uas sound and all right."

Court Sustains Claim for Attorney's
Fees in Chiekasaw Case.

late Saturday, refused to issue an order
asked for by~Richard McLish, a Chickasaw
Indian, and others against the Secretary of
the Treasury, the Secretary of the Interier
and the United States treasurer to restrain
the government fromn paying $750,000 claim-
ed by Mansdield, Mcliurray and Cornish,
attorneys, for legal lervices in connection
with the recovery of Indian lands from il-
legal claimants under an award of the fte
to them bg' the Choctaw, and -'Cioksw '

cinship court.
Justice Anderson held that the dIUmSSi

court was .a 00ostituttegily -esedted ti-
bunnl' that It bad amnple jurisietlenain th
mtter oftlte award of lmaam=*leu~ to tai

t~ousss, ndthat the essrt wgas
tts~~Ot mtbit to


